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Martin	Luther	on	the	Old	Testament 
 

There are some who have little regard for the Old Testament. They think of it as a 
book that was given to the Jewish people only and is now out of date, containing 
only stories of past times. They think they have enough in the New Testament 
and assert that only a spiritual sense is to be sought in the Old Testament. Origen, 
Jerome, and many other distinguished people have held this view. But Christ says 
in John 5[:39], “Search the Scriptures, for it is they that bear witness to me.” St. 
Paul bids Timothy attend to the reading of the Scriptures [1 Tim. 4:13], and in 
Romans 1[:2] he declares that the gospel was promised by God in the Scriptures, 
while in 1 Corinthians 15 he says that in accordance with the Scriptures Christ 
came of the seed of David, died, and was raised from the dead. St. Peter, too, 
points us back, more than once, to the Scriptures. 
They do this in order to teach us that the Scriptures of the Old Testament are not 
to be despised, but diligently read. For they themselves base the New Testament 
upon them mightily, proving it by the Old Testament and appealing to it, as St. 
Luke also writes in Acts 17[:11], saying that they at Thessalonica examined the 
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so that Paul was teaching. The ground 
and proof of the New Testament is surely not to be despised, and therefore the 
Old Testament is to be highly regarded. And what is the New Testament but a 
public preaching and proclamation of Christ, set forth through the sayings of the 
Old Testament and fulϐilled through Christ? 
In order that those who are not more familiar with it may have instruction and 
guidance for reading the Old Testament with proϐit, I have prepared this preface 
to the best of the ability God has given me. I beg and really caution every pious 
Christian not to be offended by the simplicity of the language and stories fre-
quently encountered there, but fully realize that, however simple they may seem, 
these are the very words, works, judgments, and deeds of the majesty, power, 
and wisdom of the most high God. For these are the Scriptures which make fools 
of all the wise and understanding, and are open only to the small and simple, as 
Christ says in Matthew 11[:25]. Therefore dismiss your own opinions and feel-
ings, and think of the Scriptures as the loftiest and noblest of holy things, as the 
richest of mines which can never be sufϐiciently explored, in order that you may 
ϐind that divine wisdom which God here lays before you in such simple guise as to 
quench all pride. Here you will ϐind the swaddling cloths and the manger in which 
Christ lies, and to which the angel points the shepherds [Luke 2:12]. Simple and 
lowly are these swaddling cloths, but dear is the treasure, Christ, who lies in 
them. 
Know, then, that the Old Testament is a book of laws, which teaches what men 
are to do and not to do—and in addition gives examples and stories of how these 
laws are kept or broken—just as the New Testament is gospel or book of grace, 
and teaches where one is to get the power to fulϐil the law. Now in the New Testa 
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Could you imagine standing be-
side the disciples as they watched 
Jesus ascend into the heavens? It 
must have been quite a sight, and 
what a joyful day!  In our chapel 
we will be reading Psalm 47:5-7.  
In it we find it’s all about the As-
cension of Jesus.  It says, “God has 
gone up with a shout, the LORD 
with the sound of a trumpet. Sing 
praises to God, sing praises! Sing 
praises to our King, sing praises! 
For God is the King of all the 
earth; sing praises with a psalm!”  

It is good to remember that some-
times our psalms describe pre-
cisely what is happening in Jesus’ 
life. This is one instance in which 
the psalm looked forward to the 
day Jesus returned victorious to 
His Father’s right hand. And how 
should we respond to this great 
news?  Well, I think, we should go 

to verse one 
of Psalm 47, 
“Clap your 
hands, all peoples! Shout to God 
with loud songs of joy!”  

I can hear the students shout for 
joy because May is our last month 
of school.  The Grand Tour takes 
place on Friday, May 8.  There is 
still time to make a donation to 
C.S. Mott’s Children’s Hospital 
who are taking great care of so 
many children including our own 
Grace Walworth.  The Middle 
School taking off on their class trip 
to Pigeon Forge on Sunday, May 
10.  Classes resume after Memori-
al Day and our last day of school is 
Friday, May 29.  We will have our 
final chapel of the year and an 
awards ceremony.   Then the kids 
can truly say it is summer time!  
On Sunday, May 31, at the 9:15 

Winding down the 2025/2026 School Year! 
By: Principal Paul Baerwolf 

a.m. worship service, we will be 
graduating our lone Eighth 
Grader, Pantelis Skoures.  We 
pray God’s blessing as he gets 
ready for high school. 

Thank you for your continued 
support and prayers as we fin-
ish another school year.  The 
Psalms continue to be remind-
ers of how God cares and loves 
us, so let us continue to sing 
praises to God, sing praises! 
Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! For God is the King of 
all the earth; 
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ment there are also given, along with the teaching about grace, many other teachings that are laws and com-
mandments for the control of the ϐlesh—since in this  
 
life the Spirit is not perfected and grace alone cannot rule. Similarly in the Old Testament too there are, beside 
the laws, certain promises and words of grace, by which the holy fathers and prophets under the law were kept, 
like us, in the faith of Christ. Nevertheless just as the chief teaching of the New Testament is really the procla-
mation of grace and peace through the forgiveness of sins in Christ, so the chief teaching of the Old Testament is 
really the teaching of laws, the showing up of sin, and the demanding of good. You should expect this in the Old 
Testament. 
 
In Christ, 
Rev. Tyler A. Walworth 





. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Mites Collected for March was $84.50 

2025–2027 LWML Mission Grant # 9 

Introducing Muslims to the Savior 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation-Global- $100,000 

1.9 BILLION people...nearly a quarter of the Earth's population...that's how many 
Muslims there are in our world. They are men, women and children living in 
spiritual darkness and fear, starving for the love of Jesus Christ. Some have 

never heard of Him. For people in Muslim communities who HAVE heard and 
want to learn more about the Christian faith, they often face real danger and 
threats. For these former Muslims and searching Christians, life can be very 

lonely and isolated.  

With 3.45 million Muslims living in the USA, there is a great need for  
Lutheran books right in our own back yards. LHF translations provided  

through this mission grant will be freely distributed to  
LCMS Muslim-outreach programs like POBLO. 

About This Mission Grant 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) supports the mission of the 
church — bringing Christ to the lost so that, through the Holy 
Spirit and the Word, they may believe in Christ their Savior. For 
over 30 years, LHF has been extending the ministry of God’s 
Word by translating and publishing Lutheran books that help 
explain the Bible. They have translated and published more than 
1,500 titles in over 150 languages, which have been distributed 
at no cost to churches, pastors, individuals, and missionaries. 
About a quarter of the world’s population — over 1.9 billion — 
identify as Muslim. They are living in spiritual darkness and 
starving for the love of Jesus Christ.  
 
This grant will fund publication of over 20,000 Lutheran books, 
like the Small Catechism, A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories, and 
devotions translated into the Arabic, Farsi, Bahasa Indonesian, 
and Kazakh languages that will be distributed in the United 
States and worldwide. 

LHF's books, translated into a language these immigrants can read and understand, are vital 
for getting past the language barrier to introduce new believers to Jesus Christ. LHF provides 
our good Lutheran books in more than 150 languages for all levels: children, teens and adults; 

new believers; pastors and seminarians; Sunday school teachers and more. Best of all, the 
books are given free of charge to the churches, evangelists, ministries and individuals who 

need them.  



LADIES’ AID Submitted by Evelyn Bossard & Judy Shepard 

 

Candle Care 

Cyndi Preiss 

 

Parament Changes 

Sue Owen 

On Duty– Sunday 

Claudia Crawford 
Denise Kolhmainen 

Alicia Haller 
Trisha Gabriel 
Sue Holbrook 
Judy Fischer 
Louise Popyk 

Sue Owen 
Laurie Fader 

 

Altar Guild– May 2026 

Attention Graduates- The Ladies’ Aid would like 
to send the college and high school graduates 
of the congregation a congratulations card. 
Please call Evelyn Bossard at (313)-563-0793 
or the church office and leave your name so 
you can be acknowledged. If it’s a college de-
gree, please note the name of your college, 
your major, and the degree. If it’s high school, 
please give your high school’s name and future 
plans, if applicable. Thank you. 

Ladies’ Aid - We will meet on Thursday, May 7th in the fellowship hall at church at 
10:30 a.m.  The door next to the elevator will be open.  For questions or if you need 
a ride, please contact Judy Shepard at 313-336-4223 
or judyshepard@wowway.com.  

Confessing the Faith 

Please join the Board of Evangelism for our next  

Confessing the Faith event on  

Sun., May 17th at 3:00 pm in the Media Center.  

We will be having a Pro-Life Presentation with  

discussion to follow. Hope to see many of you there.   

 



CRADLE ROLL                   by: Deborah Boyer 

We wish a very happy 3rd birthday and graduation from Cradle 
Roll to Sunday School to Lilyana McMahon on May 15. May God 
bless on her birthday and throughout the year. 
 

Thank you, dear Father, for mothers so true, 
Who show us a glimpse of the love found in You. 

Protect them and bless them with peace from above, 
And wrap them today in Your infinite love. 

 
Happy Mother’s Day to our Cradle Roll Mommies! 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  
 

The Annual Church Picnic will be held on  

Sun., July 19, 2026 
 

All the details are still being ironed out and will be in a future Herald! 
 

All Emmanuel Church Members are invited  
to attend and enjoy a time of  Worship followed by  

Great Food, Fun and Games, and Fellowship. 
 



School Phone: 
313-561-6265 

Church Phone: 
313-565-4002 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 

 

    1 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

2 
 
 

3 
9:15 Worship with 
Holy Communion and 
ASL Interpretation 
11:00AM 
Bible Study &  
        Sunday School 
 

 

4 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5 
 

 
7-8:30 PM 
Mom’s Night 
Out 
 

6 
 
9:00 School Chapel 
10:30 Bible Study 

 

7 
7:30AM Bible  
         Breakfast Bunch 
10:30 AM Ladies’ Aide 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

“Grand Tour 
for Grace” 

10-11:00 AM 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

9 
7-9:00AM  
Brothers of John the 
Steadfast 
 
 

10 
9:15 Worship with 
Holy Communion and 
ASL Interpretation 
11:00 AM 
Bible Study &  
       Sunday School 
 

MOTHERS’ 
DAY 

 

11 
 
 

No School 

12 
 

6:00 School 
Board 
7:00 Church 
Council 
 
 

13 
 
9:00 School Chapel 
10:30 Bible Study 
 

7:00  
Board of  
Stewardship  
 
 

14 
7:30AM Bible  
         Breakfast Bunch 
 

6:00 PM 
Ascension  
Service with Holy 
Communion 
 

15 
 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

 
 
 
 

16 
9-11:00 AM 
Sisters of Katie Luther 
 
10-12 NOON Bd. Of 
Evangelism New Member 
Orientation 
 
 

17                               

9:15 Worship w/ Holy 
Communion and ASL 
Interpretation 
11:00 Voter’s Meeting 
Followed by Bible 
Study  
Youth Group– 12-
2:00 PM 
3-5:00 Confessing the 
Faith 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19 

 
 
HERALD  
DEADLINE 
 

20 
9:00 School Chapel 
10:30 Bible Study 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
7:30AM Bible  
         Breakfast Bunch 
 
 

22 
 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 
 

NO SCHOOL 

23 
 
 

 
 
 

24 

9:15 Worship/ Holy 
Communion and Asl 
Interpretation 
11:00 AM 
Bible Study &  
       Sunday School 

25 

MEMORIAL DAY 
NO SCHOOL 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
 

6:00 PM 
Elder Readings/
Meeting 
7:30 PM Men’s Group 

26 27 

 

9:00 School Chapel 
10:30 Bible Study 
 

28 

 

7:00AM Bible  
         Breakfast Bunch 
10:00 Herald Assembly 
 
 
 

29 

Church Office 
Closed 

 
Last Day of 

School 

30 

 

3:00 PM 
Kantor Recital  
Pease Auditorium  
Eastern Michigan  
University 

31 

 

9:15 Worship/ Holy 
Communion and Asl 
Interpretation and 
Graduation 
11:00 AM 
Bible Study &  
       Sunday School 
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313-730-9094 
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Zieschang 

512-626-2436 
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We’re on the Web! 

http://emmanueldearborn.or

“They shall call  His name Emmanuel…  

God with us.” Matthew 1:23 

To The Personal Attention of: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED MAY 2026 


