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In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God
and the Word was God
Comments by Luther from Volume 22 of the American Edition
These introductory words to St. John’s sermon about the eternal divinity of

Christ, so wonderful and unprecedented, were also very strange and unusual
to all wise and rational people. He affirmed clearly and distinctly that God is a
Word and that this Word is with God, yes, is God Himself, as we shall hear
later. John’s expression on this subject is far more succinct and vivid than
that of Moses, whose book begins with these words (Gen. 1:1-3): “In the be-
ginning God created the heavens and the earth ... And God spoke a word,
and there was light.” St. John got the idea from Moses; but he is far more ex-
plicit in his statement that in the very beginning—antedating the creation of
the universe, of the heavens, of the earth, or of any other creature—the Word
existed, that this Word was with God, that God was this Word, and that this
Word had existed from all eternity. This, | repeat, is a peculiar doctrine; it is
foreign and strange to reason, and particularly to the worldly-wise. No man
can accept it unless his heart has been touched and opened by the Holy
Spirit. It is as impossible of comprehension by reason as it is inaccessible to
the touch of the hand. Any attempt to fathom and comprehend such state-
ments with human reason and understanding will avail nothing, for none of
this has its source in the reason: that there was a Word in God before the
world’s creation, and that this Word was God; that, as John says further on,
this same Word, the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, rest-
ed in the Father's bosom or heart and became flesh; and that no one else
had ever seen or known God, because the Word, who is God’s only-begotten
Son, rested in the bosom of the Father and revealed Him to us. Nothing but
faith can comprehend this. Whoever refuses to accept it in faith, to believe it
before he understands it, but insists on exploring it with his reason and his
five senses, let him persist in this if he will. But our mind will never master this
doctrine; it is far too lofty for our reason. Holy Writ assures us that faith alone
can appropriate it. Let anyone who refuses to believe it let it alone. In the end
only the Holy Spirit from heaven above can create listeners and pupils who
accept this doctrine and believe that the Word is God, that God’s Son is the
Word, and that the Word became flesh, that He is also the Light who can illu-
mine all men who come into the world, and that without this Light all is dark-
ness. Therefore this analogy of our word is very inadequate and vague. But
although our word cannot be compared to His Word, it affords us a faint idea.
Indeed, it impels us to ponder the matter and to obtain a better insight into its
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meaning, comparing the thoughts and speculations of the human heart with those of God and thus perceiving
how God’s Son is a Word. For as | hold secret and inaudible converse with myself, decide on future actions,
debate about this or that within myself as | walk about, these secret and silent words of my heart, if freely and
frankly released, would, | suppose, contain power sufficient for the ears of several thousand people. Yes,
such words might fill every ear and every house. Nor can all the thoughts and the plans of heart and mind be
fully uttered, especially if the heart burns with love or anger, with joy or sorrow. If love is genuine, then the
heart of that person is so full of thoughts of love that he sees, hears, and feels nothing else. In fact, he often
scarcely knows where he is. Nor can you reason with such a person; for he is so fervently in love, and his
heart is so filled and prepossessed by nothing but love, that not even a hairbreadth or a needle point could
be squeezed into it. His thoughts of love are as large and as wide as his heart. Likewise, if anger is genuine,
it occupies the heart so fully as to make a man insensible of himself. He argues and talks with himself, so
that anyone who sees him and is ignorant of his emotions must assume that such a person is beside himself.
He may say to him seriously: “Why do you carry on so? What is the matter with you?” This same picture may
be applied to God. God, too, in His majesty and nature, is pregnant with a Word or a conversation in which
He engages with Himself in His divine essence and which reflects the thoughts of His heart. This is as com-
plete and excellent and perfect as God Himself. No one but God alone sees, hears, or comprehends this
conversation. It is an invisible and incomprehensible conversation. His Word existed before all angels and all
creatures existed, for subsequently He brought all creatures into being by means of this Word and conversa-
tion. God is so absorbed in this Word, thought, or conversation that He pays no attention to anything else.

Heading strong into 2026, counting our hlessings!

By: Principal Paul Baerwolf

We all have gotten Christmas
cards that depict the Wise Men
following the Star or visiting the
Christ child. The art work shows
sometimes old and young wise-

aroma pleasing to God, and
myrrh that would prepare a
body for burial. Put it all
together and that is why we
celebrate the Epiphany :

men, wisemen from Africa, Eu- season. Christ is made

rope, or even from Asia. Psalm manifest among us!

72:9-10 says, “desert tribes bow
down before the Lord. The
kings of Tarshish and of the
coastlands render him tribute ...
the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts!” These places were
far away from Bethlehem, and
certainly these nations weren'’t
Jewish. That reminds us that this
gift, this Child, Jesus, would be
for all peoples of the world.

The gifts, gold, frankincense,
and myrrh are also unique.
Gold for a king, incense as an

The month of January has us
getting back into the swing of
school after the long Christmas
break. We have only three days
off until March. Well, only if
there aren’t any snow days!
Winter is a good time then, to
work on the new skills the stu-
dents have been learning.

There are lots of time for practic-
ing those skills and keeping
them sharp. Winter also gives
us the chance to start preparing
for the spring. Music for the Mu-

sical and lines learned for the
Middle School Dinner Theatre.
We will be busy during these
cold days.

Thank you for your continued
support and prayers for Emman-
uel and St. Martin schools. We
too, like the Wisemen, come
and worship and adore our new-
born King, Jesus. We offer him
prayers and thanks for His many
blessings. And we look forward
to seeing an empty tomb on
Easter morning and our resur-
rected Savior.



CRADLE ROLL

by: Deborah Boyer

We wish Lily
Reinke a happy
2nd birthday on

January 27. May
God bless and
keep Lily in His
tender loving care
on her birthday
and throughout
the year.

“Glory to God in highest heav’'n
Who unto us His Son has giv'n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.”
LSB #358, verse 15

DO NOT FEAR,

for I have redeemed you;
I have called you hy name,

YOU ARE MINE.

Isaiah 43:1, nrsv

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULING SHEET— January 2026

On Duty (Sunday)

Claudia Crawford Parament Changes
Tiffany Johnson Sue Owen
Denise Kohlmainen
Alicia Haller Candle Care
Trisha Gabriel Claudia Crawford
Debbie Hinojosa
ALTAR GUILD
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2026 FLOWER CHART

The flower chart for 2026 is posted in the Narthex. Please select your special date and follow

the directions on the sign-up sheets found to the left of the poster. Thank you!




Growing Together to Share Braille and Large Print
Lutheran Braille Workers, United States
2025-2027 Mission Grant 5 — $100,000

Millions of people around the world are blind or visually impaired and
are seeking to strengthen their Christian faith but find it difficult to ac-
cess scripture-based reading materials. Lutheran Braille Workers
(LBW) is committed to providing Christian materials in braille and spe-
cialized large print worldwide at no cost.

With a part of the grant funds, LBW will establish five new Ministry
Production Centers in the United States. LBW will hold five related
servant events at LWML conventions, Lutheran universities and
schools, and district youth gatherings. Service opportunities provide
young people with the chance to grow in their God-given gifts and share
the Gospel.

This grant will allow LBW to produce and freely distribute approxi-
mately 10,000 additional volumes of Bibles and other Christian materi-
als. This grant will be used to purchase specialized paper, card stock, Youth and adult volunteers produce
braille plates and equipment, and for training and shipping costs.

Braille together at a servant event in
Ohio.

EMMANUVUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH MITES
FOR NOVEMBER WERE $36.50

SISTERS OF KEATIE LUTHER GROUP  All ladies of the congregation are
mvited to attend! This group studies confessional Lutheran material. We are
led by Pastor Baseley on the third Saturday of each month from 9-11AM n

the media center. We would love to have you join us.

LADIES” AID MEETING:
We will meet on Thursday, January 8, 2026 in
the fellowship hall at church at 10:30 a.m. If

you are available, please consider joining us for
a couple of hours of Christian fellowship as we

e

support Emmanuel’s shut-ins, our seminarians, d " T
Iand Ighosg gwalzl frﬁm dhome. PIeas~|e1 bri?g a bag scheduled on January 10th™ . -
unch and drink. The door next to the elevator ;
will be open. For questions or if you need a has been CANCELLED

ride, please contact Judy Shepard at 313-336- We hope to resume in 2027!

4223 or judyshepard@wowway.com
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CLOSED CLOSED
CHRISTMAS BREAK- NO SCHOOL
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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We’re on the Web!
http://emmanueldearborn.org

To The Personal Attention of:

]anuary 2026 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

0 Lorn, our Lord,
how majestic is your name
inall the earth!

You have set

((/jO(/U” %QOY% 61%01/@ t@w MW /

Psalm 81, ESV




