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How	To	Grow	in	Knowledge	and	Faith	as	a	Christian 
 

 Often it seems that being a theologian means being a pastor. Although the pastor 
is required to have a more thorough knowledge of the scriptures in order to teach well 
and he is given the responsibility of teaching daily, that does not make him the only theo-
logian in the congregation. In fact, it is the love and joy of every Christian to grow in their 
knowledge of their Savior and to cling more tightly to Him. In the New Year, use these 
words of Luther to encourage yourself as you study God’s Word. For your Father in heav-
en gave the Bible not to the wise of the world, but to little children in order give them con-
ϐidence in salvation and good works. May the Lord bless your continual study of His 
Word.  
 
 Martin Luther (American Edition Volume 34 pg. 285-287) “Moreover, I want to 
point out to you a correct way of studying theology, for I have had practice in that. If you 
keep to it, you will become so learned that you yourself could, if it were necessary, write 
books just as good as those of the fathers and councils, even as I in God dare to presume 
and boast, without arrogance and lying, that in the matter of writing books I do not stand 
much behind some of the fathers. Of my life I can by no means make the same boast. This 
is the way taught by Holy King David and doubtlessly used also by all the patriarchs and 

proϐits in the 119th Psalm. There you will ϐind three rules, presented through-
out the whole song. They are oratio, metatio, tentatio.  
 
 Firstly, you should know that the Holy Scriptures constitute a book 
which turns the wisdom of all other books into foolishness, because not one 
teaches about eternal life except this one alone. Therefore you should straight 
away despair of your reason and understanding. With them you will not attain 
eternal life, but, on the contrary, your presumptuousness will plunge you and 
others with you out of heaven as happened to Lucifer into the abyss of hell. 
But kneel down in your little room and pray to God with real humility and ear-
nestness, that he through his dear Son may give you his Holy Spirit, who will 
enlighten you, lead you, and give you understanding. Thus you see how David 
keeps praying in the above mentioned Psalm, “Teach me, Lord, instruct me, 
lead me, show me,” and many more words like these. Although he well knew 

and daily heard and read the text of Moses and other books besides, still he wants to lay 
hold of the real teacher of the scriptures himself, so that he may not seize upon them pell-
mell with his reason and become his own teacher. For such practice gives rise to factious 
spirits who allow themselves to nurture the delusion that the scriptures are subject to 
them and can be easily grasped with their reason as if they were Markolf or Aesop's Fa-
bles, for which no Holy Spirit and no prayers are needed.  
 
 Secondly, you should meditate, that is, not only in your heart, but also externally, 
by actually repeating and comparing oral speech and literal words of the book, reading 
and rereading them with diligent attention and reϐlection, so that you may see what the 
Holy Spirit means by them. And take care that you do not grow weary or think that you 
have done enough when you have read, heard, and spoken them once or twice and that 
you then have complete understanding. You will never be a particularly good theologian if 
you do that, for you will be like untimely fruit which falls to the ground before it is half 
ripe.                                                                                                                          (Continued on Page 2) 
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 The religious laws of 
Jesus’ time required par-
ents to bring their baby to 
the temple for special 
blessings. Mary and Joseph 
were faithful in keeping all 
that God commanded of His 
chosen people. They 
brought their infant Son, Je-
sus, to the temple. Anna 
was a member of God’s 
family and in Luke 2:36-38, 
she could be found regular-
ly worshipping, fasting and 
praying at the temple. God 
blessed Anna’s faithfulness. 
Like another faithful wor-
shipper, Simeon, Anna got 
to see Mary and Joseph 
bring Jesus to the temple. 
Anna got to see her Savior. 
Anna gave thanks to God 

for the gift that He had 
given to her and to the 
world. 
 After our Christ-
mas break, we look for-
ward to welcoming a 
brand new year and 
giving thanks to God for His 
continued loving care. It 
will be good to get back in-
to the routine of school 
without any interruptions 
from program practice and 
extra recitation practice. 
 A new year also 
brings opportunities to pro-
mote Emmanuel Lutheran 
School and St. Martin Lu-
theran School for the Deaf 
and its classical education 
models to the broader 
Dearborn and Deaf Com-
munity. An Open House is 

GOODBYE 2022, WELCOME TO 2023!                                             By: Principal Paul Baerwolf 

being planned for the end 
of this month with more 
details to follow in com-
ing weekend bulletins. 
 We thank you for 
your continued support 
and prayers for Emmanu-
el Lutheran School and St. 
Martin. The Savior that 
Anna saw in the temple is 
the Savior whom we see 
in God’s Word. Like An-
na, we praise God for His 
gift of salvation not only 
in this Epiphany season, 
but all year long. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 
Thus you see in this same psalm how David constantly boasts that he will talk, meditate, speak, sing, here, read, by day 
and night and always, about nothing except God's word and commandments. For God will not give you his Spirit without 
the external word so take your cue from that. His command to write, preach, read, here, sing, speak, etc., outwardly was 
not given in vain.  
 
 Thirdly there is tentatio, Anfechtung. This is the touchstone which teaches you not only to know and understand, 
but also to experience how right, how true, how sweet, how lovely, how mighty, how comforting God's word is, wisdom 
beyond all wisdom. 
 
 Thus you see how David, in the Psalm mentioned, complains so often about all kinds of enemies, arrogant princes 
or tyrants, false spirits and factions, whom he must tolerate because he meditates, that is, because he is occupied with 
God's word as has been said in all manner of ways. For as soon as God's Word takes root and grows in you, the devil will 
harry you, and will make a real doctor of you, and by his assaults will teach you to seek and love God's Word. I'm myself, if 
you will permit me mere-mouse dirt, to be mingled with pepper, am deeply indebted to my papists that through the dev-
il's raging they have beaten, oppressed, and distressed me so much. That is to say, they have made a fairly good theologi-
an of me, which I would not have become otherwise. And I heartily grant them that they have won in return for making 
this of me, honor, victory, and triumph, for that's the way they wanted it.” 
 
Serving Him: Pastor Walworth 



ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULE– January 2024 

CRADLE ROLL             by: Deborah Boyer 
 

 

 

 

 

On Duty (Saturday) 

Judy Shepard 

 

On Duty (Sunday) 

Claudia Crawford 

Tiffany Johnson 

Judy Fischer 

2024 FLOWER CHART 

The flower chart for 2024 is posted in the Narthex. Please select your special date and follow the 
directions on the sign-up sheets found to the left of the poster. Thank you! 

LADIES OF EMMANUEL: 

Female members attending communion please blot or remove your lip color before attending 
communion.  The color gets into the linen threads and does not come out without compromising 
the quality of the linens used. Thank you for your cooperation! 

LADIES” AID MEETING: 
We will meet on Thursday, January 4, 
2024 in the Fellowship Hall at church 
at 10:30 a.m.  If you are available, 
please consider joining us for a couple 
of hours of Christian fellowship as we 
support Emmanuel’s shut-ins, our sem-
inarians, and those away from home.  
Please bring a bag lunch and drink. 
The door next to the elevator will be 
open.  For questions or if you need a 
ride, please contact Judy Shepard at 
313-336-4223 
or judyshepard@wowway.com  

“As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 

Leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee.” 

LSB#397 

 

Candle Care 

Judy Shepard 

 

Parament Changes 

Sue Owen 

Karen Fodor 



. 

2023–2025 LWML Mission Grant #4 

Fortifying Faith in Those with Vision Impairment 
Lutheran Braille Workers — $100,000 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH MITES  
FOR NOVEMBER 2023 WERE $ 52.50 

ABOUT THIS MISSION GRANT: 
 

Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) has the op-
portunity to reach individuals with visual im-
pairment who live in spiritual darkness with 
the hope and salvation of Jesus Christ. There 
are millions of people around the world who 
are blind or visually impaired. They seek to 
strengthen their Christian faith while coping 
with isolation and dealing with physical, men-
tal, and spiritual struggles. They often find it 
difficult to access Scripture-based reading ma-
terials.  
This grant will provide LBW the opportunity 
to produce and add to their library 50 to 100 
Scripture-based topical materials in Braille and 
specialized large print to help meet the spiritu-
al and emotional needs of people who are visu-
ally impaired. Because LBW works with every 
Christian denomination, these materials would 
be available for outreach and evangelism at no 
cost to those who are blind or visually im-
paired regardless of faith or belief. 

. 

Church Worker and professional musician 
Brooke Pernice reading a devotional in 
Braille alongside her guitar. Having been 
Blind since birth, growing up in the 
church, and having earned her Master's 
Degree in church music, Brooke knows 
firsthand the challenges in finding rich, 
theologically sound, and Scripturally-
based Christian resources in Braille and 
Large Print. Brooke's face reflects her ex-
perience of feeling God's love directly in 
her heart by reading the Scriptures with 
her fingertips!  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

1 2 
 

3 4 
 

10:30 Ladies Aide 

5 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
 

6 
 
9:00 AM 
Church Decoration 
Removal 
 
6:00  
Worship  with 
Holy Communion 
 
 

7 
9:15 Worship 
10:45 Bible Study 
& Sunday School 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
6:00 School 
Board Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Council  
Meeting 
8:00 PM Elders 
Meeting 

10 
 
9:00 Chapel 
10:30 Bible 
Study 
 
7:00 PM 

Board of  
Stewardship 

11 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:30 Choir  
 
 
 

 

12 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
Half Day of 
School 

 
 

13 
7-9 Brothers John 
Steadfast 
 
 
6:00 Worship 
Confession & 
Absolution by 
Appointment 

14 
9:15  
Worship with 
Holy Communion 
10:45 Bible Study 
& Sunday School 
 
3:00 PM 
Eceryone His 
Witness Follow-
Up Meeting 

15 
 
 
 

 
NO SCHOOL 

16 
 
 

HERALD  
DEADLINE 

17 
9:00 Chapel 
10:30 Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:30 Choir  
 
 
 

19 
 
 

 
CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

20 
 
6:00  
Worship with 
Holy Commun-
ion 
 
Ladies’ Aide 
Bake Sale 
 

21 
9:15 AM 
 Worship 
Followed by Vot-
er’s Meeting 
 
10:45 Bible Study 
& Sunday School 
 
Ladies’ Aide 
Bake Sale 
 

22 
 
6:00 PM 
Elder’s Readings 

23 
 

 
 
 

24 
 
9:00 Chapel 
10:30 Bible 
Study 

 
 

25 
7:00 Bible           
Breakfast Bunch 
10:00 Am Herald 
Assembly 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
7:30 Choir 
 

26 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 
 
6:00 Worship 
Confession & 
Absolution by 
Appointment 

28 
9:15 AM 
 Worship/Holy 
Communion 
10:45 Bible Study 
& Sunday School 

29 
 

 

30 
 
 

31 
 

9:00 Chapel 
10:30 Bible 
Study 

   

CHRISTMAS BREAK– NO SCHOOL 

School Phone: 

313-561-6265 

Church Phone: 

313-565-4002 

EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

January 2024 

Rev. Joel Baseley 

313-730-9094 

Principal Paul Baerwolf 

313-562-2462 

Rev. Paul Wolff 

248-424-9499 

Rev. Tyler Walworth 

816-590-1692 

Kantor Mark Schultz 

715-432-0570 



EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
& SCHOOL 

The Lutheran Church– Missouri Synod 
800 South Military 
Dearborn, Michigan  48124-2120 
_________________________________ 

 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://emmanueldearborn.org 

“They shall call  His name Emmanuel…  

God with us.” Matthew 1:23 

To The Personal Attention of: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED January  2024 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from the staff of 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church and  

St. Martin School for the Deaf 

In honor of Sanctity of Life Sunday, 
January 21, 2024, Emmanuel's 
LWML/Ladies Aide will be collecting 
items for The Luke Clinic. The Luke 
Clinic provides prenatal care and in-
fant care to the community and is al-
ways in need of items to help their pa-
tients .   

Their "Wish" list is:  wipes, diapers, 
especially sizes 3,4 and 5, and diaper 
cream.  Their "Dream" list is: bottle 
brushes, mittens and boys pajamas  0-
3 months.  A box will be placed in the 
Narthex and the items will be deliv-
ered sometime after January 24, 2024.  

Any questions,  please call Cyndi Pre-
iss.  


