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344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
L O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
L Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 

Psalmody 
 
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Venite 
C O come, let us sing to the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
  
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great king above all gods. 
The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 
the strength of the hills is His also. 
  
The sea is His, for He made it, 
and His hand formed the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 



  
For He is our God, 
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
L Blessed be God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Introit 
 Ps. 19.1; Antiphon Isaiah 45.8 
 
Rain down, you heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down | righteousness.* 

 Let the earth open, and bring forth a| Savior. 
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God:* 
 And the firmament shows His | handiwork. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be – | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Rain down, you heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down | righteousness.* 
  Let the earth open, and bring forth a| Savior. 

 
Sit 

 
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 18: 15-19 
In those days Moses spoke to the children of Israel, saying: “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from 
your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of 
the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.’ 
And the LORD said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their 
brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that 
whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.’” 
 
Gradual 
Ps. 145.18, 21 
 
The LORD is near to all who call | upon Him:* 
 To all who call upon| Him in truth. 
My mouth shall speak the praise  | of the LORD:* 
 And all flesh shall bless His | holy Name. 
 
 
Epistle Reading: Philippians 4: 4-7 
Brethren: Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Gospel Reading:  John 1: 19B-28 
At that time: When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask John, “Who are you?” he confessed, and did not 
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? 
What do you say about yourself?” He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the 
LORD,” ’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. And they asked him, saying, “Why 
then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, 
but there stands One among you whom you do not know. It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to loose.” These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
 
  



Responsory 
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory dwells. 
 

Sermon 
 

Canticle 
 

Stand 
 

Benedictus 
C Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 

for He has visited and redeemed His people 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
in the house of His servant David, 
  
as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, 
who have been since the world began: 
that we should be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us; 
  
to perform the mercy promised to our fathers 
and to remember His holy covenant, 
the oath that He swore to our father Abraham, 
to grant us that we, 
  
being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve Him without fear, 
in holiness and righteousness before Him 
all the days of our life. 
  
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare His ways; 
to give knowledge of salvation to His people 
in the forgiveness of their sins, 
  
through the tender mercy of our God; 
when the day shall dawn upon us from on high 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 
Offering 

 



Prayer 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Kyrie 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Collects 

 
L O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
 

Collect of the Day 
Stir up, O LORD, we beseech You, Your power and come: and rescue us by Your great might; that with the help of Your 
grace whatsoever is hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished through Your mercy and satisfaction, who 
lives and reigns with the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit: one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this 

day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into 
any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Benedicamus 
L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
  



 
333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002471 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 
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We confess Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

1. We must confess Jesus as true God and man, savior of the world.  
 

2. We must confess every truth of the Gospel and deny any error.  
 

3. We must confess the truth clearly, never giving the impression that we agree with the lie.  
 

4. We must confess the truth when it offends people, suppressing nothing from fear.  
 

5. We must confess with the true church on earth, joining that church whoever it is.  
 

6. Yet we still have sinful lusts, doubts and fears, so we must daily learn to confess these failings and mourn over 
them.  

 
7. Then we must daily receive the nourishment that Christ made the good confession for us and still makes it to the  

Father, imploring that your sins be forgiven for His sake.  
 

8. So now you cling to Christ the confessor, who makes the good confession in you!  


