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Confession and Absolution 
347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 

Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 



C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You 
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit   Ps. 85.1; Antiphon Philippians 4.4-6 
 
Rejoice in the LORD always, again I will | say, rejoice!* 
 Let your gentleness be known to all men; the LORD | is at hand. 
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppli - | cation,* 

 with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known| unto God. 
LORD, You have been favorable un- | to Your land;* 
 You have brought back the captivity of | Jacob. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be – | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Rejoice in the LORD always, again I will | say, rejoice!* 
 Let your gentleness be known to all men; the LORD | is at hand. 
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppli - | cation,*  

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known| unto God. 
 

 
Kyrie 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. 
LORD, we beseech You: give ear to our prayers; and lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation, 
who lives and reigns with the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit: one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40: 1-8 
Thus says the LORD God: “Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” says your God. “Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to 
her, that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her 
sins.” The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made 
straight and the rough places smooth; the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” The voice said, “Cry out!” And he said, “What shall I cry?” “All flesh is grass, and all its 



loveliness is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, because the breath of the LORD blows upon 
it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual    Ps. 80.1,2 
You who dwell between the cherubim, | shine forth:* 
 Stir up Your strength,| and come. 
Give ear, O Shepherd of  | Is-ra-el;* 
 You who lead Joseph | like a flock. 

  

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4: 1-5 

Brethren: Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in 
stewards that one be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In 
fact, I do not even judge myself. For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is 
the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

At that time: When John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and said to Him, “Are You 
the Coming One, or do we look for another?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear 
and see: the blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have 
the gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” As they departed, Jesus began to say to 
the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did 
you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. But what did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send 
My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’ ” 

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 



     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
354 Arise, O Christian People 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

 
 
Offertory 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke 

it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who come to receive, 
saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

618 I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table 

 



 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002471 
Tune: Public domain 

 
623 Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray 

 

 

 
Text: Henry E. Jacobs, 1844–1932, alt. 
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 



 

 
 
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

 
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

 
7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731–1807 
Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002471 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus 
A Bless we the Lord. 



C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

 
338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday in Advent 
Pastor Joel Baseley 

 
 

Christ Incarnate Cures Evil Flesh 
Sermon Text: Matthew 11: 4-6 

 
 

Introduction:  
 John is imprisoned because evil men judge God and His Word. The nature of human evil is man’s judging God, which 

deserves God’s judgement. This evil is universal since Adam’s sin. Christ, God’s Word incarnate is the love and judgement 
of mercy for fallen sinners. Convicted sinners are not offended by Christ, but cured by Him. May we also be cured and 
celebrate God’s mercy in having His Word and Son preached and given to us! 

 
I. Infirmity is of man’s spiritual evil. 
 A. Christ is received only by the infirm. 

 1. Life’s infirmity is of spiritual death. 
 2. John is infirm. Christ doesn’t offend him. 

B.  Christ incarnate; God joins prophets/sinners. 
C.  The “just,” best manifest dark (d)evil. 

 
II. In John’s (and our) repentance Christ heals. 
 A.  John saw God’s backside as did Moses (Ex. 33). 

 1. All God’s glory passed over Him. 
 2. He saw the backside; God’s completed work. 

 B. John’s prison became his cleft Sabbath rock. 
C. In Christ He was restored to God forever. 

 
 


