
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had 
come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down 

and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts 
to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.      ~ Matthew 2:10-11 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 
 The wise men, Gentiles from a distant land, found baby Jesus, the Sav-
ior of the world. This prefigures, even at His birth, that He would be the Savior 
of all the world, Jew and Gentile alike. This is precious, especially to us, who 
are not descended from God's chosen people, the people from which Christ 
was born, the Jews. Let us rejoice and celebrate in our hearts the 12th day of 
Christmas, January 6, as the  Epiphany, the manifestation, of Christ to the whole 
world, sinners all. The wise men's journey is also our journey. We also leave 
behind our homeland as children of fallen Adam's race, no matter what our eth-
nic heritage, to find and be welcomed into the Savior's, God's Son's household 
to dwell with Him and all His family! But as the wise men followed that star to 
Jesus, apart from which they couldn't hope to find Him, so God has also given 
us a star which leads to Him under which we always find Him. What is our star? 
  
In John 14.6, Christ calls Himself "The Way" (meaning "the path"). And where 
do we find this path that is Christ and leads us to Christ? What is the star under 
which we walk and ultimately will see and rejoice in Christ? Our star is God's 
Word under which we find Christ and His history, what led to and follows after 
His  birth! Notice that when the wise men went to Jerusalem and inquired after 
the new born King, Herod consulted with the scholars who knew the Bible (Old 
Testament) and where the Messiah was to be born. At that point the Word of 
God in the Scripture was tied to the star they had followed from the East so that 
following that Word they found the star in Bethlehem standing over the house 
where they found the Baby Jesus. This tells us what the role of the preaching 
and teaching and reading of God's holy Word in Church, Bible Study and per-
sonal devotion is to play in our lives. This Word sets our feet on the path of 
Grace, which is Jesus, guiding us to heaven in His Word and Sacraments. And 
as the wise men were led by their star to see Christ Himself, God's Word 
brings us to Christ, to arrive where He is in heaven, to worship Him and pour 
out our  gifts of praise with all the household of faith whom He has saved; all of 
whom have loved His first appearance, and have set their hearts on pilgrim-
age. Blessed Epiphany, wise Christians! 
 
Your servant in Christ, 
 
 
Rev. Joel R. Baseley 

What is the star under 
which we walk and  

ultimately will see and 
rejoice in Christ? Our 

star is God's Word under 
which we find Christ and 
His history, what led to 

and follows after  



While we gather each week of 
chapel, the students have noticed 
the changes the Advent and 
Christmas seasons bring to decor 
of the sanctuary.  They love to 
count the wreaths and see the two 
great big trees all decorated.  The 
decorations, I think, they like the 
most are the banners that appear 
along the sides of the sanctuary.  
The prophet Isaiah, centuries be-
fore the birth of Jesus, gave this 
promised Child several titles that 
are comforting and reassuring.  
Jesus is Wonderful, a Counselor.  
He gives us His marvelous Word 
for direction in our lives.  Jesus is 
Mighty God.  He defeated sin, 
death, and the power of the devil.  
Jesus is the Everlasting Father who 
comforts us in the most uncertain 
times.  Jesus is the Prince of 
Peace.  We can have peace know-
ing our sins are forgiven and that 

He is preparing a home for 
us in heaven.  One title 
though isn’t on a banner.  
You have to look real high 
above the altar to see it.  It is 
the bright star above Mary’s 
and Joseph’s heads.  During 
this Epiphany season, that 
star reminds us that Jesus is the 
Light of the World.  He is the Son 
of God, our Savior, who was sent 
to earth to redeem us with His pre-
cious blood and His innocent suf-
fering and death.  Thanks be to 
God we can see that star each and 
every week. 

The month of January has us hope-
fully returning to face to face in-
struction.  We are in awe of how 
our great God has kept us healthy 
throughout the first half of the 
school year.  We know His strong 
arms will continue to hold each of 
us well.  The students continue to 

GOODBYE 2020, WELCOME TO 2021!                                             By: Principal Paul Baerwolf 

mask up, stay home when they 
are sick, and wash their hands 
five times a day or more.  They 
also continue to apply their God 
given talents in the classroom 
and in their written work.  They 
are also ready for Christmas 
vacation and will no doubt en-
joy the time off. 

Thank you for your continued 
prayers and support of Emman-
uel Lutheran School.  Hey, 
there’s another title; Emmanuel, 
God with us!  He will be with us 
as we begin a brand new year.   

LADIE’S AID                  Submitted by Judy Shepard 

We will meet on Thursday, 
January 7th  in the fellow-
ship hall at church at 11:00 
a.m. Please bring a bag 
lunch and drink. The door 
next to the elevator will 
be open.  
 
For questions or if you 
need a ride, please con-
tact Judy Shepard at  
313-336-4223 
or judyshepard@wowway.
com 

Thur., January 7th 
@ 11:00 AM 



     
Thank you to the Ladies 

Aid for their generous gift 
to the Cradle Roll at Christ-

mas. Their gift has pur-
chased the Christmas 

booklet Away in a Manger 
for our little lambs, also the 

postage to mail the  
booklets to their homes. 
Your s7upport is greatly 

appreciated. Thank you for 
your thoughtful gift! 

 
 

ALTAR GUILD SCHEDULING SHEET– January 2021 

CRADLE ROLL             by: Deborah Boyer 
 

On Duty 
(Saturday) 

Paula Sperka 

Candle Care 

Judy Shepard 

Parament  

Changes 

Lisa Wildauer/ 

Sue Holbrook 

On Duty 
(Sunday Only) 

Claudia  

Crawford/
Tiffany Johnson 

Sharon Picking 

Sue Holbrook/
Denise Kohle-
mainen/ Sa-

mantha Dotson 

2021 FLOWER CHART 

The flower chart for 2021 is posted in the Narthex. 
Please select your special date and follow the di-
rections on the sign-up sheets found to the left of 
the poster. Thank you! 

LADIES OF EMMANUEL: 

Female members attending com-
munion please blot or remove your 
lip color before attending commun-
ion.  The color gets into the linen 
threads and does not come out 
without compromising the quality 
of the linens used. Thank you for 
your cooperation! 

“As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming brioght; 

So, most gracious Lord,  
may we Evermore be led by Thee.” 

#397 LSB 

 BOARD OF CHRISTIAN CARE 
                                                             Submitted by Penny Walker 

Thank you for all of the generous donations in 2020. 
There were 17 leggings, hats, scarves, gloves for Elli’s 
House. There were several bags for Franklin Avenue 
Mission and Detroit Rescue Mission. All groups were 
very appreciative of your thoughtfulness. 

Here are some of the scarves 
members donated this year.  



Submitted by: Barb Szymanski 

. 

 
Emmanuel Mites October 2020 were $130.00  and November 2020 were $86.50  

 
As we head into this new year of 2021, I pray we are reminded of the work we each need to be doing to bring God’s 
Word and the Gift of His Son, our Savior Jesus to all mankind.  While many of us are unable to go out to the far borders 
of this world, let us remember God has blessed others who are.  You can however help by contributing your change, 
your mighty mites, to the LWML Mite Box the last Sunday of each month here at Emmanuel.  God is good and I hope 
we all realize, and remember, that less truly is MORE!  Thank you for your support of the LWML.    

 

LWML MICHIGAN DISTRICT 2020-2022 BIENNIUM MISSION GRANTS - $348,437.50 

Grant #4  Bringing Christ and Hope to Michigan’s Urban Communities (Acts 2 Enterprise)  -  $25,000 

Acts 2 Enterprise works to make an impact on urban communities such as Detroit, Flint, Benton Harbor, and Pontiac to 
strengthen faith and address social needs in these communities.   

 

LWML NATIONAL 2019-2021 BIENNIUM MISSION GRANTS - $2,100,000 

Grant #20  - Music Outreach, Classes, and Resources on the Border in El Paso, TX $98,400 

The ministry of Ysleta Lutheran Mission Human Care (YLMHC) impacts the lives of 400 to 500 students with education-
al programs, classroom space, and equipment.  For the past 17years, YLMHC’s music ministry has proven successful 
in reaching out to the unchurched by witnessing to the mercy and grace of Christ.  The Adelante Ministries offer music 
classes and leadership training to youth and adults while also providing service to the church and community.  Through 
involvement in this music program, many students have come to faith in Christ.  This grant will enable YLMHC to better 
equip their classroom and rehearsal space so they can serve and teach a greater number of students.  It will also allow 
them to adapt existing space for music instruction, purchase recording equipment, create video tutorials for online in-
struction, fund a music intern position, and purchase musical instruments for students unable to afford their own.  

 

WOMEN OF EMMANUEL – DON’T FORGET TO STAY LWML INFORMED! 

To the women in the pew at Emmanuel:  Do not forget to become part of the LWML communication line and keep up 
with LWML Michigan District information through emails to your computer.  Email your name and email address to   
melaniekline@charter.net  Melanie Kline will then add your data into the Constant Contact communication app the 
LWML is now using to share up-to-date pertinent LWML information, activities and updates.   

 

June 24-27, 2021 

LWML National Convention 

Lexington, KY  

(Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio LWML Districts to Host)   

Looking to Jesus and Lexington! 

Why do you come to Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) conventions?  Is it for the fellowship, mission 
speakers, worshipping with thousands of Lutherans, singing, or Bible study?  Or is it something else?  We all have our 
favorite things happening at our LWML conventions.  There are early morning Bible studies, time to visit with mission 
organizations, and of course, a mission pledge walk! Planning continues for the 39th Biennial LWML Convention in Lex-
ington.  If you have not been to a national LWML convention, you are in for an experience you will never forget.  Mark 
your calendar for June 24-27, 2021.  And don’t forget to start looking for your special Derby Hat to wear! 



 

“Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who 
walks in His ways! You shall eat the fruit of the 
labor of your hands; you shall be blessed, and 
it shall be well with you” (Psalm 128: 1-2) 

 

Fear, faith and stewardship.  
Three things that go together. And it isn’t be-
cause you can have faith that any talk of steward-
ship will create fear in the hearers! These three 
seemingly unique topics go together because they 
flow from the same source– the Lord Himself. 

Created by God, the steward is accountable. This 
accountabiltywas originally without fear. The 
steward worked and kept (Gen. 2:15) the creation 
called into existence by the Lord. That arrange-
ment lasted until sin came into the equation. 
Then fear came with it. Adam and Eve hid from 
their accountability in fear of the Lord. To fail as 
a steward in this way deserves death. From that 
moment on, as stewards they would never fully 
measure up. Death is the lasting legacy. 

Until Jesus! When the simple gift of Jesus is offere 
in the babe of Bethlehem and the Christ of the 
cross, fear gives way to faith. Jesus took accounta-
bility for our failed stewardship and we were re-
stored. Baptized into Christ, the Holy Spirit cre-
ates faith which leads to a restoration of faithful 
stewardship! Set on this new path the steward’s 
accountability is balanced between fear and faith. 
We know that we are accountable to live and 
work for the Lord. When we succeed, it is to 
God’s credit. When we fail, our faith in Christ 

leads us to confession and absolution, which once 
again sets us on the path of faithful stewardship. 

The use of God’s simple gifts is captured in the 
words of the psalmist. Fear of the Lord leads to 
work. Work leads to blessing. Faith sees this 
blessing as a gift from God. The baptized steward 
sees this and clearly confesses that it is indeed 
well with us. May the Lord lead us to this triune 
stewardship of His simple gifts! 

 

Prayer 
Lord as Your stewards, we work in fear of our 
shortcomings and sin, in faith in Christ’s redemp-
tion and restoration and eager desire to serve as 
faithful stewards of Your simple gifts. Lead us by 
grace through faith to see, rejoice and serve in 
this faithful stewardship! As You have blessed us 
with Your work in Jesus, may our work as stew-
ards be a blessing to others. Amen. 
 

 

Three Gifts 

1 
2 

3 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

  
 

  1 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 
10:30 Mask 
Service 
 
6:00  
Worship / Holy 
Communion 
 
 

3 
9:15 Worship 
10:45 Bible Study 
& Sunday School 
 
Following Bible 
Class 
Church  
Un-Decorating 
 

4 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 

 

7 
7:00 Bible  
Breakfast Bunch 
11:00 Ladies Aide 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
 

9 
7-9 Brothers John 
Steadfast 
10:30 Mask Ser-
vice 
 
6:00 Worship 
 
Confession & 
Absolution by 
Appointment 

10 
9:15  
Worship/ Holy 
Communion 
10:45  Bible 
Study & Sunday 
School 
 
 

11 
 
7:45 AM 
Morning Prayer 
Service 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
 
7:00 PM 
Council  
Meeting 

13 
8:30 Chapel 
 
7:00 PM 

Board of  
Stewardship 

 
 
 
 

14 
7:00 Bible  
Breakfast Bunch 
7:45 am 
Morning Prayer 
Service 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
 
 
 

15 
 

Half Day of 
School 

 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

16 
10:30 Mask 
Service 
 
6:00  
Worship/ Holy 
Communion 
 
 

17 
9:15 AM 
 Worship 
10:45 Bible Study 
& Sunday School 
 
 
 

18 
7:45 AM 
Morning Prayer 
Service 

 
 

 
7:00 PM 
Voters  

Meeting 

19 
 

 
 
7:00 Board of 
Elders Meeting 

20 
 
8:30 Chapel 

 
HERALD  

DEADLINE 

21 
7:00 Bible           
Breakfast Bunch 
7:45 am 
Morning Prayer 
Service 
 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 
 

22 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

23   
10:30 Mask 
Service 
 
6:00 Worship 
Confession & 
Absolution by 
Appointment 

24 
9:15  
Worship/ 
Holy Comm. 
10:45 Bible  
Study &  
Sunday            9:15 
School           Worship 
                    /Holy  
                Communion 
 
            10:45 Bible 
           Study and  
          Sunday School 
 
                           31 

25 
 
7:45 
Morning Prayer 
Service 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
6:30 pm 
Board of  
Education 

27 
 

8:30 Chapel 
 

28 
 
7:00 Bible           
Breakfast Bunch 
7:45 am 
Morning Prayer 
Service 
10:00 Herald As-
sembly 
 
6:30 Bell Choir 

 

29 
 

CHURCH  
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

30 
 

10:30 Mask 
Service 
 
6:00  
Worship/ Holy 
Communion 
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We’re on the Web! 

http://emmanueldearborn.or

“They shall call  His name Emmanuel…  

God with us.” Matthew 1:23 

To The Personal Attention of: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
January  2021 


